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Letter from
the Director
In August, I had the privilege to stand
alongside US Senators Debbie Stabenow and
Gary Peters and my colleagues from Friends
of the Rouge and Friends of the Detroit River
at a press conference on Belle Isle. It was a
Pure Michigan day – mild and sunny, with
a great breeze coming off the water. The
Detroit skyline was breathtaking.
The beach and picnic areas were full of
people out enjoying this iconic park. An
excursion boat, several freighters and a great
blue heron appeared as if on cue.
Tourism, commerce and nature were
all represented “live” as we gathered to
talk about our Great Lakes legislators’
bi-partisan efforts to increase the Great
Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) funding
from $300 million to $375 million in next
year’s federal budget. To date, more than
$30 million of GLRI grants have been
awarded to restoration and other projects
in communities throughout the Clinton’s
watershed, But, there is more work. We are
truly grateful for the steadfast leadership of
our Great Lakes champions in Congress!
See you on the river,
Anne
If you want to keep up with news on GLRI funding,
Healing our Waters, a great place to start is:
www.healthylakes.org
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Clinton River Water Trail

MACARTHUR PARK’S NEIL E. DEMPSEY
LAUNCH RIBBON CUTTING
Several years ago, the
Watershed Council
received a planning
grant from the
Michigan Coastal Zone
Management Program
and matching fund
support from the Fred
A. and Barbara M. Erb
Family Foundation to
create plans for two
fledgling water trail
projects. We worked with
partner communities
along the river, Oakland
and Macomb County
officials, SEMCOG,
Michigan Sea Grant, Lake
St. Clair Tourism Initiative
and others to create the
Clinton River and Lake
St. Clair Water Trail
Master Plan.
One of the key
outcomes of the plan
was to focus on installing
universally-accessible
canoe/kayak launches
at strategic points along
the river and Lake St.
Clair. As a result, the
Mt. Clemens MacArthur
Park launch project
began in late 2016 and
early last fall, the launch,
named after the late
Neil E. Dempsey, was
officially completed.
Supporters, local officials
and community members
gathered to celebrate
with a ribbon-cutting this
past June.
Fundraising for this
“first” in the watershed

was bolstered by a
$50,000 Michigan
Economic Development
Matching Grant to
support a crowdfunding
campaign.
Many thanks to
everyone who donated
to this innovative project
including special thanks
to those who gave gifts
of $5,000; Advancing
Macomb, Mt. Clemens
Rotary Club and its
generous members, Chief
Financial Credit Union,

Greg and Laura Fournier,
Spencer Trent Seufert
and the CRWC Board.
And, a big standing
ovation to Mt. Clemens
Mayor Barb Dempsey,
Macomb County
Executive Mark Hackel,
and Becky Quinn, owner
of Simple Adventures
Watersports, for starring
in the promotional video
that helped “git ‘er done!”
Since the MacArthur
Park launch project
was initiated, additional

launches have been
installed or are in active
planning phases in
parks throughout the
watershed including
Camp Agawam in Orion
Township, North Clinton
River Park and Rotary
Park in Sterling Heights,
George George Park in
Clinton Township, the
planned Webber Paddle
Park in Chesterfield
Township, among others.
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Watershed Education

YOUNG LEADERS CRUISE THE CLINTON
Junior Leadership
Macomb (JLM) exposes
high school juniors
to topics and field
trips related to the
environment, health
care, the justice system,
personal growth and
teambuilding, business
etiquette, the arts,
cultures and diversity,
personal finance, and
branding their future.
The Watershed Council
has been working with
this program for two
years. In August, staff
met with 41 students
aboard the cruise boat,
the Clinton Friendship.
The students learned
about the Clinton
River watershed, how
individuals can affect
water quality, CRWC
programs, and how to
get involved.
From the deck of the
ship, students engaged in
a stormwater scavenger
hunt, observing the
mouth of the Clinton
River and the coast of
Lake St. Clair. Students
scanned the surrounding
river scene, looking for
positive and negative
indicators of ecosystem
health and water quality,

such as the presence of
native birds and wildlife,
natural and hardened
shorelines, invasive
species, and culvert
outfalls.
The students used
what they observed in
the scavenger hunt to
determine an overall
habitat quality score.
This activity helped all
aboard see firsthand how
stormwater pollution
can compromise our
water resources, and
how wetlands and native
plants can help lessen
this impact.
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Green Infrastructure

WHY NATIVE PLANTS?

WRAPPING UP THE
RESTORATION PROJECT
AT DEPOT PARK
In 2018, CRWC was
awarded a grant from
Pure Oakland Water
(POW) to improve the
west streambank of the
Mill Race at Depot Park
in Clarkston with native
plants. In April, project

partners came together
for a press conference to
celebrate the completion
of this project. We are
happy to report that the
plantings are doing well at
the end of their first year!

Native plants provide many benefits to a
landscape. Most important is not what is
going on above ground, but what is happening
below. Root systems of native plants go
deep, much deeper than turf grass. Reaching
less than one foot, turf grass roots do little
to stabilize the soil. Most native plants and
grasses grow roots between five and fifteen
feet. This offers much needed stability and
structure to a sloping stream bank, such
as the Mill Race in Depot Park. Filtration of
stormwater is an added benefit of these
extensive root systems, helping to keep local
waterways clean. Valuable above ground as
well, not only do we enjoy the beauty, but local
wildlife thrives in these native communities.
It does take time for Mother Nature to
work all of this magic, about 3-5 years for
full maturity, but once established native
plantings require little to no water, and light
care. Stop by the park and check out the
progress of this restoration. Look for CRWC’s
brand new interpretive sign to help identify
some of the showier plants there.
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Green Infrastructure

GOING
“GREEN”
WITH RAIN
GARDENS

Managing stormwater
on your property is
an important and
necessary component
for improving water
quality and reducing risks
of localized flooding.
Rain gardens are a type
of green stormwater
infrastructure that
capture rainwater coming
off impervious surfaces
or manicured lawns,
allowing it to slow down
and soak into the ground
before entering storm
sewers or waterways.
Native flowering plants

and grasses are used in
rain gardens to help filter
out pollutants from initial
runoff surges, while also
providing beauty to your
property, not to mention
food and shelter for
wildlife.
A key focus area for our
WaterTownsTM initiative
is helping communities
learn about the benefits
of rain gardens and
information on how to
construct one. Here
are two of the latest
projects installed in our
watershed:

Want to learn more about our WaterTowns™ program? Visit CRWC.ORG

RIVER NEWS | 7

Huntington Woods Rain Garden. This garden was constructed
in Statue Park earlier this summer. The city completed the
WaterTownsTM process in 2017 and received renderings for nine sitespecific green stormwater infrastructure projects, cost estimates for
each project, and associated stormwater reduction values.

The Statue Park rain garden was constructed using WaterTownsTM
$5,000 mini-grant funding opportunity. Installation was completed
in a single day with help from the city’s Public Works Department
and the Huntington Woods Environmental Council volunteers.
The project came in under budget and the remaining mini-grant
amount will be used for maintenance of the garden as needed.

Royal Oak Rain Garden. CRWC staff assisted in the design and
construction of the first garden put in as part of Royal Oak’s new
residential rain garden program. This garden was also constructed
in a single day with help from the homeowner and volunteers from
the Royal Oak Environmental Action Board.
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Watershed Science

THE SIGHTS
AND SOUNDS
OF A HEALTHY
WATERSHED
A major component of
various CRWC initiatives
is promoting the use of
native vegetation. All
of our restoration sites
and green infrastructure
projects involve
establishing native
plant species to help
hold soil, slow runoff,
filter water, and build
habitat for wildlife. The
monarch butterfly is one
charismatic species we
like to focus on when
encouraging planting
native flowering species,
such as milkweed.
In addition to the
typical ecological
measures that tell us
something about the
health of a system (water
temperature, turbidity,
and oxygen levels), the

ambient soundscape of
an area also reveals an
extraordinary amount
of information. Bustling
riverfront restaurants
and walkways, thriving
tree-covered downtowns,
restored stream banks
and wetlands filled with
soft squeaks of milkweed
beetles, croaking frogs,
and the chorus of native
birds also provide insight
into the function of any
system.
We are seeing and
hearing the results of
48 years of hard work
and commitment to
the health and vitality
of natural resources
throughout our
watershed, and looking
forward to the next 48
years of service.

Along with butterflies, birds, frogs, toads,
snakes and other creatures are indicator
species that help us recognize and assess
the health of newly-restored environments.
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Watershed Science

YATES MUSSEL SURVEY
The strongest of mussels…
Native mussels help
filter water and absorb
nutrients in our rivers,
lakes and streams
and also contribute
to the biodiversity of
our waterways. Many
native mussel species
are now threatened
or endangered, and
all face competition
from invasive species
like the Zebra and
Quagga mussels. There
are a select number
of rivers in Michigan
that are suspected to
have state or federally

listed threatened or
endangered mussels,
including the main
branch of the Clinton
River and a couple of its
tributaries.
In July, CRWC and
Michigan Department
of Natural Resources
(DNR) staff conducted
a mussel survey of the
Clinton River located
just downstream of
Yates Roadside Park in
Rochester Hills. This was
done as part of a multiphase restoration effort

throughout the park and
downstream toward the
Shelby Township border.
Only relic (empty)
shells were found in the
river. However, through
restoration efforts and
future projects, mussel
habitat should improve
throughout this section

of the Clinton.
CRWC plans to begin
work on the first phase
of restoration this fall
with efforts continuing
next year. This restoration
project is funded by the
Michigan DNR Aquatic
Habitat Program.

FISH STOCKING & TEMPERATURE MONITORING
That’s a lot of fish!
5,000 4-6” brown trout
were released into the
Clinton River in Auburn
Hills in June. This
stocking was done by
the Michigan Department
of Natural Resources
(DNR) Fisheries Division
in an effort to increase
fishing opportunities in
the river. The Clinton
continues to maintain
favorable habitat
conditions for many
fish species through
the entire watershed,
including the Auburn
Hills and Rochester Hills
area where there are
many fishing sites in
public parks.

To protect and
preserve fish habitat,
CRWC monitors water
temperatures at over 25
sites each year. Many fish
and aquatic organisms
require specific water
temperature ranges

to survive. Coldwater
species, such as trout,
require low temperatures
while some species like
bass will prefer slightly
warmer waters.
The temperature data
we collect is analyzed

and sent to state and
local agencies, including
the DNR, in order to
help evaluate habitat
quality over time.
CRWCs Adopt-A-Stream
program volunteers
provide valuable help
monitoring the river
by assessing aquatic
insect communities
in the river and its
tributaries, which adds
to our knowledge of the
ongoing improvements to
the health of the Clinton
River’s ecosystem.
If you are interested in
learning more about Adopt-AStream check out our website
or give us a call today!
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News & Updates

WATERTOWNS™
COMMUNITIES RECEIVE
SEMCOG GRANTS
Congratulations to the four CRWC
WaterTowns™ communities that received a
total of $172,000 in Great Lakes Restoration
Initiative (GLRI) funding through the Southeast
Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG)
Green Infrastructure Implementation Program.

STORMWATER
EDUCATION PROGRAM
GROWING

Each community participated in a monthslong green infrastructure planning process
facilitated by the Watershed Council and
our partner, Don Carpenter of DrummondCarpenter, PLLC, an engineering and
research firm.

This summer, the CRWC
enrolled the Macomb
Intermediate School
District (MISD) and its
19 school districts in our
Stormwater Education
Program. This makes
the MISD and Macomb
County school districts
our biggest Stormwater
Education Program client
and marks the beginning
of an important
collaboration.

Funding was awarded to six projects, four
of which are in the Clinton River Watershed.
Here are the details:
• Clinton Township: $45,000 for Normandy
Park pathway improvements with green
infrastructure
• Independence Township (one of our newest
WaterTowns™): $46,500 for Historic Brady
Lodge bioretention and pervious pavers
• City of Madison Heights: $39,000 for Civic
Center rain garden installation
•C
 ity of Rochester Hills: $40,000 for Auburn
Road rain garden and bioswale installation, a
component of the refurbishing of this corridor.
The goal of these grants is to fund shovelready green infrastructure projects that reduce
stormwater runoff and nutrient loading in
Southeast Michigan.

Our stormwater
program was developed
to support communities
in complying with
the NPDES Phase II
stormwater discharge
regulations. It is the
backbone of our public
education programs.
The watershedwide program teaches
residents and business

owners about their role
in protecting water
quality and preventing
stormwater pollution.
Individual and community
actions protect and
improve the health of the
Clinton River, assuring
that its natural, economic
and recreational value
enhances the quality of
life of those who live,
work, and play in the
Clinton River watershed
and Lake St. Clair.
Through programs
like Adopt-A-Stream,
Stream Leaders,
WaterTowns™, Keeping
It Clean, stormwater
education presentations
and workshops, and the
distribution of articles,
brochures, tip cards and
more, the CRWC helps
all of us protect our
clean water.

Summer Interns
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Paige Cavanaugh

Noelle Dunbar

John Hart

Environmental Education
Intern

Environmental Education
Intern

Environmental Science
Intern

Riley Lanfear

Kaliegh Snoddy

Kate Svisco

Environmental Science
Intern

Environmental Education
Intern

Development &
Communications Intern

Goodbye
and Good
Luck,
We will
miss you!

Staff & Board of Directors

Board of Directors
Susan Kelsey President
Stacey McFarlane
1st Vice President
Greg Kacvinsky
2nd Vice President
Aaron Loiselle Treasurer
Jeff Bednar Secretary
Jamie Burton Director
Becky Quinn Director
Joerg Hensel Director
Jim Carabelli Director

STAFF

Back Row, Left to right: Eric Diesing - Watershed Ecologist, Linda Schuler - Membership
& Operations Coordinator, Michael Eovaldi - Program Assistant, Anne Brasie - Executive
Director, Janice Sugden - Accountant
Front Row, Left to Right: Melissa Golembieski - Development & Communications Specialist,
Kathleen Sexton - Program Manager, Katie Yates - Program Coordinator, Chris Bobryk Watershed Planner

Diana Evennou Director
John Kosnak Director
Kimberly Meltzer Director
David Szlag Director
Jennifer Tegen Director
Robert Zvonek Director
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Get Involved!

Donate Now!

Visit CRWC.org for
Volunteer Opportunities

Visit CRWC.org Protecting our
freshwater starts with you!

